Tuberculosis and National Health
children, however, there are certain stigmata the presence of
which should suggest the possibility of a primary tuberculous
infection; these are: (a) enlarged lymph glands in the cervical
and supra/clavicular regions, (&) enlarged veins radiating over
one or both sides of the chest in front, and a festoon of dilated
veins in the cervic/dorsal region behind, (c) long eyelashes and
an excessive growth of fine hair on the back, (/) a dry skin with
fine desquamation, (e) malnutrition, (J) erythema nodosum, and
(j[) unilateral flushing and inequality of pupils. Erythema
nodosum has come to be recognized as a frequent cutaneous
expression of tuberculous infection. Wallgren gives some sig/
nificant figures regarding the association of this condition with
tuberculosis. Of 800 Swedish children with erythema nodosum
95 per cent gave a positive reaction to tuberculin compared with
25 per cent among children in the general population. In a
group of 362 children who had erythema nodosum and who were
positive to tuberculin, 68-5 per cent were found to have definite
clinical and radiological evidence of tuberculosis compared with
7*1 per cent in a reacting control group. In 133 children it was
demonstrated that the cutaneous eruption developed simultane/
ously with the onset of sensitiveness to tuberculin.
A special type of tuberculosis associated with primary infection
in children known as epituberculosis, the name first given to it
by Eliasfaerg and Neuland, has been described. This type of the
disease occurs in children who are tuberculin positive, and is
characterized by a considerable area of pneumonic consolidation,
usually in the right lung with enlargement of the inediastinal
glands. The physical signs are those suggestive of lobar pneu/
monia, but in epituberculosis dyspnoea and general symptoms
are much less severe, whilst its duration may extend to several
months or even to one or two years; recovery usually takes place
although cases terminating in fatal tuberculosis have been re/
ported. The generally accepted view regarding the character of
the pneumonic process in the lung is that it consists of an in/
flammatory and possibly protective reaction of lung tissue around
a definite tuberculous focus. An interesting and informing light
is shed on the aetiology of epituberculosis by the experimental
work of Larson and Long. In a series of animals these observers
inoculated directly into the lungs doses of purified tuberculin
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